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2015 Bodega Arzuaga Navarro Gran Arzuaga Gran Reserva, Ribera 
del Duero 

(14.1% Alc.)   
Adolfo González sources grapes from all three of Ribera del Duero's provinces to produce this 
stunning blend of Tinto Fino and 1% Albillo Mayor, which deservedly ranks among the best reds 
in the region. Aged in larger French oak barrels, it's a small production wine that's only made 
in the best vintages. Refined, elegant and complex, with savory tannins, succulent fruit 
sweetness and a balsamic lift.  

Drinking window: 2021-30 

 

 96 points s 

2016 Bodega Arzuaga Navarro Reserva Especial, Ribera del Duero 

(14.6% Alc.)   
Part of a very impressive lineup at this large Golden Mile-based winery, this whole bunch 
fermented red comes from high-altitude, old vine parcels in Burgos and Soria. Partnering Tinto 
Fino with 8% Albillo Mayor, with ageing in new French oak, it's a focused, balanced, acid-driven 
red with notes of pepper and clove, some wild herbs, impressive structure, and adroitly handled 
wood.  

Drinking window: 2022-31  

 

 96 points s  

2016 Pago de los Capellanes El Nogal Reserva, Ribera del Duero 

(15.5% Alc.)   
El Nogal comes from a six-hectare farm at 850 meters in Mambrilla on clay and pudding stone 
soils and is often one of Ribera del Duero's best reds. Easily carrying its new French oak, this is 
a delicious expression of what Pepe Hidalgo regards as one of the region's greatest vintages. 
Elegant, refined and well structured, it's a less powerful wine than the 2015, with graceful 
tannins, refreshing acidity and layers of plum and blackberry fruit.  

Drinking window: 2022-29 
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2016 Tr3smano TM Cosecha, Ribera del Duero 

(14.5% Alc.)   
Slightly preferable to the very good 2018, partly because it's had a couple more years to develop 
nuance in the bottle, this is a superb modern Ribera from Pedro Aibar and Fernando Remírez 
de Ganuza. Dense, perfumed, and complex, with good tannin structure, autumnal notes of forest 
floor and tobacco leaf, fine oak, layers of balsam, raspberry and black cherry fruit and the 
concentration to age.  

Drinking window: 2022-28 

 

 95 points s  

2016 Bodegas Arzuaga Navarro Amaya Arzuaga Colección 
Cosecha, Ribera del Duero 

(14.1% Alc.)   
Amaya is made with Tinto Fino, 5% Albillo Mayor and a little Bobal, sourced from villages in 
the high part of Burgos and focused on old vineyards, some of them pre-phylloxeric. Foot 
trodden and whole bunch fermented, with ageing in new French oak, it's a wonderfully complex, 
subtle wine with cassis, graphite and coffee bean notes, some pepper spice and a long, tapering 
finish.  

Drinking window: 2022-30 

 

 95 points s  

2015 Bodegas Arzuaga Navarro Gran Reserva, Ribera del Duero 

(14.4% Alc.)   
Harmony and balance are the watchwords here on this cuvée of Tinto Fino with 5% Cabernet 

Sauvignon and Merlot, sourced from four sites in the provinces of Burgos and Valladolid. Aged 

for 56 months in wood, but not dominated by oak, this is appealingly complex and layered, with 

notes of tobacco leaf, cinnamon and cassis, textured tannins, and effortless old-vine 

concentration. 

Drinking window: 2022-30 
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2018 Tr3smano TM Cosecha, Ribera del Duero 

(15% Alc.)   
TM comes from a 100-year-old vineyard on the border between Anguix and La Horra. Now in 
its fourth vintage, it's a serious, full-bodied Tinto Fino that shows its low yields. The new French 
oak is very well handled, framing the layered perfumed fruit. Fresh despite the power and 
weight, this has chalky minerality, dark berry flavors a balsamic lift. Classy stuff.  

Drinking window: 2023-30 

 

 94 points s  

2018 Bodegas Arzuaga Navarro Reserva, Ribera del Duero 

(14.2% Alc.)   
Ignacio Arzuaga may bemoan the fact that people drink his Reserva too young - the bodega's 

wine ages extremely well - but there's no denying that they are a pleasure to consume at different 

points in their evolution. This assemblage of Tinto Fino with 4% Cabernet Sauvignon and 1% 

Merlot is a case in point, with fine, granular tannins, subtle oak, a hint of balsam and lovely 

poise and freshness. 

Drinking window: 2022-30 

 

 94 points s  

2018 Dominio Basconcillos Viña Magna Reserva, Ribera del Duero 

(15.5% Alc.)   
It takes guts to make a wine with 10% Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot in a site that's as high 

and windy as this one, but Dominio Basconcillos' Tinto Fino-based cuvée has always marched 

to its own drumbeat. Aromatic and refined, despite its 15.5% alcohol, this has fine tannins, 

vanilla and red berry flavors and an undertone of graphite and cut grass. 

Drinking window: 2023-30 
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